
 

Lower abdominal 
mass  

Suspected  
Lower GI 
Cancer 

Clinically thought 
to be colonic 

Yes 
No or 

unsure 

Imaging will be triaged by 
radiology. In general:  
U/S:  if <40 years ; BMI < 25 
or suspected pelvic mass in 
female  
CT Abdomen/Pelvis: mass is 
unequivocal with high 
probability of cancer 

2WW referral for 
imaging. Urgent 
discussion with 

radiology.  

 40 and over with 
unexplained* weight 
loss and abdominal 
pain 

 50 and over with 
unexplained* rectal 
bleeding 

 60 and over with 
Iron Deficiency 
Anaemia** or 
change in bowel 
habit 

 

If rectal bleeding <50 
years old AND any of 
the following 
symptoms: 
 unexplained* 

abdominal pain,  

 change in bowel 
habit 

 weight loss  

 Iron Deficiency 
Anaemia 

NICE definitions and notes: 
‡Consider: a recommendation for which the evidence of benefit (ie of a 2ww referral) is less certain and 
implies that more discussion with the person will be needed 
*Unexplained: Symptoms or signs that have not led to a diagnosis being made by the healthcare 
professional in primary care after initial assessment (including history, examination and any primary care 
investigations). 
**Cases with IDA will usually have an OGD as well as lower GI investigations if referred through 2ww 

2ww 
referral 

 
 
 
 

Please read and interpret in conjunction with the full NICE guidance here 

 Rectal mass  
OR 

 Unexplained* anal 
mass  
OR  

 Unexplained* anal 
ulceration 

 

 
 
 
 

Consider‡ 
2ww 

referral 
2ww referral may still be 
needed depending on results 

Request FIT, FBC, U&E & ferritin 
at time of 2ww referral. DO NOT 

DELAY REFERRAL 

Request FIT, FBC, U&E & ferritin 
at time of 2ww referral. DO 

NOT DELAY REFERRAL 

 

REVISED COVID 
PATHWAY 

Unexplained* 
symptoms without 

bleeding but FIT 
positive – click here 

for FIT pathway 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng12/chapter/1-Recommendations-organised-by-site-of-cancer#lower-gastrointestinal-tract-cancers
https://www.harrogateandruraldistrictccg.nhs.uk/data/uploads/for-health-professionals/two-week-wait-referrals/fit/1-fit-clinical-pathway-v2.0-covid_july-2020.pdf
https://www.harrogateandruraldistrictccg.nhs.uk/data/uploads/for-health-professionals/two-week-wait-referrals/fit/1-fit-clinical-pathway-v2.0-covid_july-2020.pdf

